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The COVID-19 pandemic has had numerous 
unexpected consequences on our society. Some of 
these consequences were somewhat anticipated 
such as economic upheaval, travel restrictions, and 
congested hospitals. However, other consequences 
were more surprising; many experts did not foresee 
the increase in fatalities caused by motor vehicle 
accidents.

With so many individuals transitioning to a 
“work-from-home” environment, it seemed like 
motor vehicle fatalities would decrease due to fewer 
cars being on the road. However, less traffic has not 
necessarily led to safer roadways. In this article, we 
look at the new statistics provided by the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
from last year, try to unpack why this phenomenon 
is happening, and discuss how a car accident 
lawyer can help if you or a loved one is involved in 
a fatal car accident.

The NHTSA Reporting
In October 2021, NHTSA released its Early 
Estimate of Motor Vehicle Traffic Fatalities for the 
First Half (January-June) of 2021. In the first six 
months of 2021, the report estimates that 20,160 
people died in a motor vehicle accident. This figure 
is roughly 18.4% higher than the number of 
estimated fatalities in the first half of 2020, which 
totaled only 17,020. This marks the highest 
percentage increase in the history of data recorded 
by the Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS).

Furthermore, the first half of 2021 is the highest 
number of recorded fatalities during the first half of 
the year since 2006. April and June of 2021 were 
particularly deadly, with a projected 11,225 
fatalities, which is the highest quarterly percentage 
for that time of year since 1990.

An Unforeseen
Consequence of

COVID in 2021: Increase
in Road Fatalities

While the statistics for 2022 have not yet been 
released, it will be interesting to see if these 
trends continue throughout this year.

Why Is This Happening?
The NHTSA reported that vehicle miles 
traveled increased by approximately 173.1 
billion miles, about a 13% increase compared to 
2020. This is not surprising, as public places 
returned to normal operations in 2021, 
encouraging more individuals to get out of their 
homes. However, in 2020, we saw an increase in 
risky driving behaviors, and those behaviors 
appeared to continue into 2021, even as traffic 
begins to increase.

Not only have drivers been spending more time 
on the roads, but NHTSA also estimates that 
drivers continue to make poor decisions while 
behind the wheel that result in risky behavior on 
the road. Such risky behaviors include driving at 
excessive speeds, driving while under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol, failing to wear 
seatbelts, or driving while distracted, for 
example using a cell phone or multitasking. 
Consequently, as more people get back on the 
road and continue to carry on with poor driving 
habits, the more likely accidents are going to 
occur.

Who Is Most At-Risk for Traffic 
Accidents
Drivers who practice poor driving habits are 
more likely to cause an accident. Many times, 
motor vehicle accidents are caused by drivers 
who fail to abide by traffic laws: speeding, 
weaving in and out of traffic, failing to adhere to 
traffic control devices (such as stop signs or stop 
lights), and aggressive driving behaviors.

You may have heard that it is easy to settle a personal injury case 
“for a lot of  money.” The reality is that insurance companies 
scrutinize everything about you and your case, including:

■  Liability (how the accident happened)
■  Injuries
■  Wage Loss
■  Prior Accidents
■  Prior Injuries
■  Prior Medical Conditions
■  Prior Insurance Claims

At Carpey Law, we know what insurance companies look for and 
we present your case in a way most beneficial in maximizing your 
settlement. We prepare for trial from day one. Here are the best 
(continued on page 3) (continued on page 2)
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These French-inspired lamb chops cook 
under the broiler, so they’re quick and 
flavorful. 

INGREDIENTS
■  4 Tbs. unsalted butter, softened
■  1 tsp. whole-grain Dijon mustard
■  1 tsp. fresh thyme leaves, lightly chopped
■  3/4 tsp finely grated lemon zest
■  1/8 tsp. kosher salt; more as needed
■  1/8 tsp. freshly ground black pepper; more 
    as needed
■  8 lamb loin chops (1-1/2- to 2-inch-thick 
    chops; about 3 lb.), trimmed 

T H E CARPEY CHRONICLE

About us: We perform very high quality 
legal work. We are highly competent and 
we have a highly competent support sta�, 
but we are not perfect. We can make 
mistakes. We will correct a mistake if we 
find it or if you point it out.

Reminder About Our Firm’s Communication Policy
It is our policy to return phone calls in the 
order they are received and based on the 
priority of the situation. If you leave a 
message, your call will be returned usually 
within 24 hours. Some clients feel that 
calling multiple times in a day will get their 
call answered faster, but that is not the 
case. Email is the quickest way to get a 
response from anyone  in the o�ce. 

We work by appointment only. Without an 
appointment, it is unlikely Mr. Carpey would 
be able to meet with you.

Please utilize our support sta� to answer 
your questions and to give you status 
reports. Our legal assistants and paralegals 
are very experienced and will often be able 
to respond to your requests. 

LAURA CARPEY’S RECIPE OF THE MONTH INSTRUCTIONS
1. In a small bowl, mash together the butter, 
mustard, thyme, zest, salt, and pepper until well 
combined. Refrigerate until ready to use.
2. Position an oven rack 5 to 6 inches from the 
broiler element and heat the broiler to high. 
Line the bottom of  a broiler pan with foil and 
replace the perforated top part of  the pan. 
Arrange the chops on the pan. Season both 
sides of  the lamb generously with salt and 

Lamb Chops
with Lemon,
Thyme &
Mustard Butter

pepper. Broil until the first side is well browned, 
about 8 minutes. Turn the chops over with tongs 
and continue to broil until they’re well browned 
and the center is cooked to your liking, 3 to 5 
minutes longer for medium rare (cut into a chop 
near the bone to check).
3. Transfer the lamb to serving plates and top 
each chop with a dab of  the flavored butter. 
Serve hot.

Alfonso Gambone, Esq.
Stuart A. Carpey, Esq.
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The better you understand the process, the more informed 
your decisions will be in your case. Request your FREE copies 
of Stuart’s books on our website, by phone or email to get an 
in-depth look at what to expect in your personal injury case. 

www.CarpeyLaw.com 
(610) 834-6030
scarpey@carpeylaw.com 

We Know That An Educated
Client Makes A
Successful Plaintiff. 

Secrets to Defeating the Insurance Company
in Your Personal Injury Case (continued from page 4)

practices to follow and for you to be aware of:

■  Understand the Evidence Needed to 
    Prove and Win Your Case
    Photographs, property damage estimates, 
    police reports and witness statements are 
    the kinds of  tools needed to prove how the 
    accident happened. The medical records 
    prove your injuries as does proof  of  wage 
    loss.

■  Recognize that Your Case Will Take 
    Time to Resolve Successfully
    In Pennsylvania, you have two years from 
    the date of the accident to file a lawsuit. 
    Some cases settle before then. Some cases 
    have to be put in suit. If  that happens,
    your case is “docketed” in the court
    system, and will come up for trial
    depending on the court’s docket (or 
    calendar). That means it could be 
    anywhere from 1-3 years from the
    time suit is filed (not from the
    date of the accident) until your
    case goes to trial.

■  Be Diligent in Your Medical Care
    Waiting too long to seek medical 
    treatment, stopping your medical care 
    before you’ve been discharged by your 
    doctor, and not following your doctor’s 
    instructions are all reasons
    that insurance companies
    will use to limit the amount
    they pay you in compensation
    for your injuries.

Stuart Carpey is honored to serve as a
Judge Pro Tem (JPT) on several cases in 
Philadelphia County this month. JPTs are 
experienced lawyers who work on a volunteer 
basis for the Philadelphia Court of Common 
Pleas and serve as mediators on cases
scheduled to go to trial. Stuart has been 
serving as a JPT for more than 15 years. 

Stuart Carpey
Serves As
Judge Pro Tem

An Unforeseen
Consequence of
COVID in 2021:
Increase in
Road Fatalities
Additionally, car accident attorneys frequently see 
car crashes caused by drivers who are driving 
while distracted. Drivers who use their cell phone, 
eat or drink, or try to multitask while behind the 
wheel fail to keep their attention fully on the road 
and are likely to cause an accident. Finally, 
drivers who choose to get behind the wheel while 
under the influence of drugs and alcohol are 
more likely to cause an accident.

Can a Car Accident Lawyer Help?
In the first half of 2021, over 20,000
individuals lost loved ones to fatal car accidents. It 
is fair to assume that many of these accidents 
were caused by the negligence of other drivers. 
When this is the case, families who are left behind 
are entitled to compensation due to the negligent 
acts of other individuals.

This is where a car accident lawyer can help. A 
car accident attorney can review the facts of a 
case, determine who caused the accident, gather 
the appropriate documentation and file the 
necessary documents with a court. Through this 
process, a car accident lawyer will gather all the 
necessary evidence and either resolve your case 
with a fair settlement, or advocate for you 
throughout the trial.

If you or a family member has been involved in a 
car accident in Pennsylvania, Carpey Law wants 
to help.

(continued from page 1)

Happy
Easter!
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Secrets to Defeating the Insurance Company
in Your Personal Injury Case (continued from page 4)
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The COVID-19 pandemic has had numerous 
unexpected consequences on our society. Some of 
these consequences were somewhat anticipated 
such as economic upheaval, travel restrictions, and 
congested hospitals. However, other consequences 
were more surprising; many experts did not foresee 
the increase in fatalities caused by motor vehicle 
accidents.

With so many individuals transitioning to a 
“work-from-home” environment, it seemed like 
motor vehicle fatalities would decrease due to fewer 
cars being on the road. However, less traffic has not 
necessarily led to safer roadways. In this article, we 
look at the new statistics provided by the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
from last year, try to unpack why this phenomenon 
is happening, and discuss how a car accident 
lawyer can help if you or a loved one is involved in 
a fatal car accident.

The NHTSA Reporting
In October 2021, NHTSA released its Early 
Estimate of Motor Vehicle Traffic Fatalities for the 
First Half (January-June) of 2021. In the first six 
months of 2021, the report estimates that 20,160 
people died in a motor vehicle accident. This figure 
is roughly 18.4% higher than the number of 
estimated fatalities in the first half of 2020, which 
totaled only 17,020. This marks the highest 
percentage increase in the history of data recorded 
by the Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS).

Furthermore, the first half of 2021 is the highest 
number of recorded fatalities during the first half of 
the year since 2006. April and June of 2021 were 
particularly deadly, with a projected 11,225 
fatalities, which is the highest quarterly percentage 
for that time of year since 1990.

An Unforeseen
Consequence of
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While the statistics for 2022 have not yet been 
released, it will be interesting to see if these 
trends continue throughout this year.

Why Is This Happening?
The NHTSA reported that vehicle miles 
traveled increased by approximately 173.1 
billion miles, about a 13% increase compared to 
2020. This is not surprising, as public places 
returned to normal operations in 2021, 
encouraging more individuals to get out of their 
homes. However, in 2020, we saw an increase in 
risky driving behaviors, and those behaviors 
appeared to continue into 2021, even as traffic 
begins to increase.

Not only have drivers been spending more time 
on the roads, but NHTSA also estimates that 
drivers continue to make poor decisions while 
behind the wheel that result in risky behavior on 
the road. Such risky behaviors include driving at 
excessive speeds, driving while under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol, failing to wear 
seatbelts, or driving while distracted, for 
example using a cell phone or multitasking. 
Consequently, as more people get back on the 
road and continue to carry on with poor driving 
habits, the more likely accidents are going to 
occur.

Who Is Most At-Risk for Traffic 
Accidents
Drivers who practice poor driving habits are 
more likely to cause an accident. Many times, 
motor vehicle accidents are caused by drivers 
who fail to abide by traffic laws: speeding, 
weaving in and out of traffic, failing to adhere to 
traffic control devices (such as stop signs or stop 
lights), and aggressive driving behaviors.

You may have heard that it is easy to settle a personal injury case 
“for a lot of  money.” The reality is that insurance companies 
scrutinize everything about you and your case, including:

■  Liability (how the accident happened)
■  Injuries
■  Wage Loss
■  Prior Accidents
■  Prior Injuries
■  Prior Medical Conditions
■  Prior Insurance Claims

At Carpey Law, we know what insurance companies look for and 
we present your case in a way most beneficial in maximizing your 
settlement. We prepare for trial from day one. Here are the best 
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