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CARPEY LAW

Member of a prestigious group of 
trial lawyers who have won million 

dollar verdicts or settlements.

Give this newsletter to a
friend. They’ll thank you
for it, and so will I.

Stuart Carpey

Call me with any legal 
questions about injuries 
from any accident or
medical care.

I promise to give you a 
straight forward answer.

That’s my guarantee. 

610.834.6030

Recently, a client asked us this question when she 
was informed that several of her doctors had 
outstanding medical bills related to her treatment 
for her case and that they were entitled to repay-
ment. As an injured person with an ongoing 
personal injury case it is important to understand 
who is entitled to reimbursement from the 
successful resolution of your case. 

In a typical motor vehicle accident case, your own 
insurance company pays your medical bills up
to the amount you purchased (the minimum 
requirement on a car insurance policy in PA is 
$5,000). You do not have to pay this back since you 
pay for this coverage every month when you get 
your bill for your car insurance. Once that money 
has been paid out, or “exhausted”, your doctors 
will begin billing your health insurance. If you do 
not have health insurance, the doctor may 
maintain a lien against your case.

In a fall down accident, your health insurance 
coverage pays your medical bills. If you do not 
have health insurance, your doctors may maintain 
a lien against your case for your treatment. Clients 
frequently assume that the other person’s insurance 
company is responsible for paying all of their 
medical bills but that is not correct under the law in 
Pennsylvania. Rather, the other person’s insurance 
company is responsible for paying for your pain 
and suffering. That’s typically the larger portion 
of the case, and that comes in the form of 
settlement or award at the end of your case. 

“Why Do I Have To Pay My Doctors
Back At The End Of My Case?”

After the successful resolution of your case, the 
first entity that gets reimbursed is the entity that 
is owed a lien, including:

■  Medicare
■  Department of Public Welfare
■  your health insurance
■  worker’s compensation. 

Any of those entities may have a lien against 
your personal injury settlement, and those 
entities have to take a piece out of the personal 
injury proceeds before anyone else gets 
reimbursed. This is a matter of Pennsylvania 
law. Of course, your attorney’s fee gets paid as 
well as any expenses your attorney pays in order 
to prosecute the case: for instance, expenses to 
file suit, expenses to get deposition transcripts, 
and expenses to get medical records. All of this is 
itemized for the client and is taken out of the 
proceeds from the settlement or the jury verdict. 

Doctors who have liens against your case will 
also seek reimbursement, at a reduced rate (only 
if you were in a car accident) as per the 
Pennsylvania Motor Vehicle Financial 
Responsibility Law. After all, they did perform 
services for you that helped prove your injuries 
in your case and they are, therefore, entitled to 
reimbursement. 

Only after those items are paid does the client 
receive the proceeds of the personal injury 
settlement or jury verdict.
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INGREDIENTS
■  1 box Pillsbury™ refrigerated pie crusts, 
    softened as directed on box
■  1/3 cup butter or margarine 
■  1/3 cup all-purpose flour
■  1/2 teaspoon salt 
■  1/4 teaspoon pepper 
■  1 3/4 cups Progresso™ chicken broth (from 
    32-oz carton) 
■  1/2 cup milk 
■  2 1/2 cups shredded cooked chicken or 
    turkey 
■  2 cups frozen mixed vegetables, thawed

Classic
Chicken
Pot Pie

T H E CARPEY CHRONICLE

About us: We perform very high quality 
legal work. We are highly competent and 
we have a highly competent support sta�, 
but we are not perfect. We can make 
mistakes. We will correct a mistake if we 
find it or if you point it out.

Reminder About Our Firm’s Communication Policy
It is our policy to return phone calls in the 
order they are received and based on the 
priority of the situation. If you leave a 
message, your call will be returned usually 
within 24 hours. Some clients feel that 
calling multiple times in a day will get their 
call answered faster, but that is not the 
case. Email is the quickest way to get a 
response from anyone  in the o�ce. 

We work by appointment only. Without an 
appointment, it is unlikely Mr. Carpey would 
be able to meet with you.

Please utilize our support sta� to answer 
your questions and to give you status 
reports. Our legal assistants and paralegals 
are very experienced and will often be able 
to respond to your requests. 

LAURA CARPEY’S RECIPE OF THE MONTH INSTRUCTIONS
1. Heat oven to 425°F. Prepare 
pie crusts as directed on box for 
Two-Crust Pie using 9-inch 
glass pie pan. 
2. In 2-quart saucepan, melt 
butter over medium heat. Add 
onion; cook 2 minutes, stirring 
frequently, until tender. Stir in 
flour, salt and pepper until well 
blended. Gradually stir in broth 
and milk, cooking and stirring 
until bubbly and thickened. 
3. Stir in chicken and mixed 
vegetables. Remove from heat. 
Spoon chicken mixture into 
crust-lined pan. Top with 
second crust; seal edge and 
flute. Cut slits in several places 
in top crust.
4. Bake 30 to 40 minutes or 
until crust is golden brown. 
During last 15 to 20 minutes of  
baking, cover crust edge with 
strips of  foil to prevent 
excessive browning. Let stand 5 
minutes before serving.

Any results I achieve on behalf  of  one client in one matter does 
not necessarily indicate similar results can be obtained for other 
clients in any other case. In addition, results in cases obtained 
by other law firms have no connection with cases I handle. I am 
a Pennsylvania personal injury and trial lawyer, not a miracle 
worker. I evaluate every case on its own merits. I only accept a 
limited number of  new cases each year based upon my
evaluation of  the liability, damages, and other aspects of  the case.

Stuart Carpey

Disclaimer:

Without You, We’d 
Be Lost At Sea!
Your referrals continue to be one of  the best 
ways for clients to find our firm. We are 

honored to assist your friends and family with 
their legal problems caused by an accident.

Are you automatically entitled to receive money for your injuries sustained in an 
accident? Many people think they are. But the answer is no. Whether you get 
compensated depends on many factors, one of the most important being what your 
doctors say about your injuries. Your doctors need to note in your medical chart your 
diagnosis, prognosis and cause of the injury or injuries, and your doctor must relate the 
injuries to the accident. Without that ‘causal link’ it is unlikely that you can get fully 
compensated for your injuries.

Any thoughts, ideas, or questions come to mind while 
reading the Carpey Law newsletter? We want to hear 
them! Email Stuart directly at scarpey@carpeylaw.com 

Your Turn
To Ask
Questions!

MONTHLY CASE 
SETTLEMENT
DISCUSSION:
FALL DOWN CASE
Our client slipped on spilled liquid in a 
supermarket and suffered from a 
serious head injury. The insurance 
company denied liability until we were 
able to find a witness who indicated 
the liquid had been on the floor for a 
while. The case went into litigation 
and we fought hard to secure a really 
great offer which put a large settlement 
in our client’s pocket. A big win!

CLIENTS ASK! Aren’t I entitled to collect 
compensation just because I fell?
Answer: You must show the property 
owner is liable for the injury, so no, you 
are not automatically entitled to collect 
compensation if you fall on someone else’s 
property.

Fact About Getting
Compensated After
An Accident
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