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CARPEY LAW

Member of a prestigious group of 
trial lawyers who have won million 

dollar verdicts or settlements.

The scene of a car accident in Pennsylvania can 
seem chaotic – and you will surely feel disoriented 
following your accident – but there are in fact a 
number of sensible things you can do following 
your crash.

Our website already provides a checklist for what 
to do at the scene of a car accident, but the list 
doesn’t focus on those vital moments just after the 
accident occurred. The first10 minutes, truth be 
told, are important to your safety as well as to the 
life of your car accident case.

The First 10 Minutes
One of the best ways to stay calm following an 
accident is to know ahead of time what you 
should and should not do. Read over the 
following points to learn how to behave during 
the first 10 minutes following your accident.

1. Do a Wellness Check. First and foremost, 
make sure everyone in your car is all right. Ask 
your passengers if they are OK.
2. Call for Help. After assessing the health of 
your passengers, take out your phone and dial 
9-1-1 if anyone is injured. Even if there are no 
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in one matter does not necessarily indicate 
similar results can be obtained for other 
clients in any other case. In addition, results 
in cases obtained by other law firms have no 
connection with cases I handle. I am a
Pennsylvania personal injury and trial lawyer, 
not a miracle worker. I evaluate every case on 
its own merits. I only accept a limited number 
of  new cases each year based upon my
evaluation of  the liability, damages, and other 
aspects of  the case.
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serious injuries, it is best to call the police as 
soon as you can. And do not leave the scene 
until the police arrive. Note: In Philadelphia, 
it may be very difficult to get police to an 
accident scene.
3. Get to Safety. If you and your passengers 
are not seriously injured– and your car is a 
drivable condition– move the vehicle and all 
people to the side of the road, out of traffic.
4. Hazards. Turn your hazard lights on as a 
warning to passing drivers.
5. Check on the Other Driver(s) and 
Passenger(s). Make sure the other driver and 
any passengers are OK. In this situation it is 
best to stay polite – don’t accuse anyone of 
blame but also don’t admit fault yourself.
6. Snap Some Photos. If you have a camera 
(or a camera on your cell phone), take it out 
and take some photos of the crash site. 
Photograph your car’s damage from multiple 
angles. Try to get as much of the crash site as 
you can into one photo (this includes all cars 
and any objects involved in the crash).
7. Trade Information. You should give and 
receive the following information with any 
other drivers involved in the crash:

• Name
• Address
• Phone number
• License plate 
number
• Driver’s license 
number
• Insurance company 
details

8. Speak to Witnesses. If 
any witnesses are willing to 
get involved, take down 
their names, phone 
numbers, and addresses. It 
is good to have a third 
party account of a car 
accident in Pennsylvania.
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INGREDIENTS
For the Filling
■  3 pounds peaches, peeled, pitted and cut into 
1/4-inch slices
■  2 tablespoons lemon juice, from 1 lemon
■  2/3 cup granulated sugar
■  2 tablespoons cornstarch
■  1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
■  1/8 teaspoon salt
For the Topping
■  3/4 cup packed dark brown sugar
■  3/4 cup all-purpose flour
■  1/2 cup old-fashioned rolled oats
■  2/3 cup pecans, chopped
■  1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
■  1/4 teaspoon nutmeg
■  1/4 teaspoon salt
■  1 stick (1/2 cup) unsalted butter, softened

Peach Crisp
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About us: We perform very high quality 
legal work. We are highly competent and 
we have a highly competent support sta�, 
but we are not perfect. We can make 
mistakes. We will correct a mistake if we 
find it or if you point it out.

Reminder About Our Firm’s Communication Policy
It is our policy to return phone calls in the 
order they are received and based on the 
priority of the situation. If you leave a 
message, your call will be returned usually 
within 24 hours. Some clients feel that 
calling multiple times in a day will get their 
call answered faster, but that is not the 
case. Email is the quickest way to get a 
response from anyone  in the o�ce. 

We work by appointment only. Without an 
appointment, it is unlikely Mr. Carpey would 
be able to meet with you.

Please utilize our support sta� to answer 
your questions and to give you status 
reports. Our legal assistants and paralegals 
are very experienced and will often be able 
to respond to your requests. 

LAURA CARPEY’S RECIPE OF THE MONTH For Serving
■  Vanilla ice cream or sweetened whipped 
cream

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Preheat the oven to 350°F and set a rack in 
the middle position. Butter a 2-qt baking dish.
2. Make the peach filling: In a large bowl, 
combine the peaches, lemon juice, granulated 
sugar, cornstarch, vanilla, and salt. Mix well to 
coat the peaches evenly.
3. Make the streusel topping: In a medium 
bowl, mix together the brown sugar, flour, oats, 
pecans, cinnamon, nutmeg and salt, using your 
fingers to rub out any lumps of  brown sugar. 
Add the soft butter and mix with a spoon until 
the mixture is crumbly (go ahead and use your 
hands if  it's easier).
4. Transfer the peaches to the prepared baking 
dish and press into an even layer. Sprinkle the 
streusel evenly over top. Bake the crisp for 40 to 
45 minutes, until the topping is golden brown 
and the filling is bubbly. Remove from the oven, 
and cool for at least 20 minutes before serving.
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We’ve decided to answer  a couple of 
questions we’ve gotten from clients this 
month and give you answers to common 
questions about uninsured motorist 
coverage in car accident policies. This is
the kind of information that insurance 
companies don’t freely hand out.

Many states do not require drivers to carry 
sufficient amounts of liability insurance 
coverage. For instance, in Pennsylvania the 
minimum amount of liability coverage that is 
required in $15,000.

You can protect yourself, though, by 
reviewing your own automobile insurance 
policy for uninsured (UM) and underinsured 
motorist (UIM) coverage. UM coverage 
protects you and your family in the event 
you or your family members are injured in a 
car accident by another driver who fails to 

NETMT
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Ever Told
Me That

carry insurance coverage, or let their 
coverage lapse. Therefore, if you purchased 
UM coverage on your car insurance policy, 
your insurance company steps into the 
shoes of the at fault driver and you can 
make a claim for compensation for your 
injuries and damages up to the limits of the 
amount of coverage that you purchased in 
UM benefits.

Having UM coverage is one very important 
way that you can protect yourself and your 
family in a car accident case. It can assure 
you that the medical bills and future 
expenses caused by injuries from an 
uninsured driver can be paid. Consider the 
fact that by some estimates close to 50%
of the driving population in or around 
Philadelphia is uninsured. That means if you 
or your family members are involved in a car 
accident, you stand a very high chance of 
being injured by someone who is uninsured.

How about underinsured motorist 
coverage?
UIM coverage protects you and your family 
in the event the at fault driver did not carry 
enough insurance coverage. Let’s say the at 
fault driver had a $15,000/$30,000 liability 
policy. And, let’s say you and your family 
members all had injuries that exceeded 
$30,000 in value. Under that scenario,
you would be able to collect $30,000 in 
coverage from the at fault driver’s insurance 
policy ($15,000 maximum per person) and 
then you would be able to make a claim 
against your own insurance company for 
UIM benefits up to the amount that you 
purchased in UIM benefits.UM and UIM 
coverage is not mandatory in Pennsylvania. 
That means when you are sold an insurance 
policy in Pennsylvania unless you ask for 
this coverage, you won’t be able to get it.

Our client was stopped, waiting to make a left turn when her 
vehicle was struck by an out-of-control vehicle driven by a young 
man. Our client was taken by ambulance to the local hospital 
where she underwent shoulder surgery and was treated for other 
injuries. Nearly two years later, our client is still treating and 
recovering from her serious injuries as a result of this accident. 
Carpey Law has investigated the improper conduct of the other 
driver and recently filed a lawsuit on behalf of our client in order 
to get her fairly compensated for her injuries, pain and suffering. 

CASE
SPOTLIGHT

WE KNOW
INJURY LAW

Because PA laws allow many medical providers to file claims for 
unpaid medical bills in accident claims, even when a client has 
health insurance, settlement funds can be ‘attacked’ by medical 
‘liens’ at the end of a case.

Clients are often unaware of this until it comes to the settlement 
portion of their case. As lawyers who practice injury law, we know 
the ins and outs of how to navigate the challenges these laws 
present.

Recently, we had a case where a hospital sought $50,000 against 
our client’s claim, and hired an attorney. We successfully 
challenged the lien showing the attorney for the hospital different 
statutes and laws. Eventually, the attorney agreed to waive the 
lien, so our client did not have to pay from the settlement. It was a 
huge win for us and our client!

We go above and beyond to fight for our clients. Our skill and 
passion for pursuing the best outcome resulted in this huge win.

Any peach is a good peach for this recipe 
(Palisade peaches from Colorado are my 
favorite), and it is another great one from my 
fave Once Upon a Chef, Jen Segal.  It’s great 
warm or room temp, for dessert or breakfast.  
It’s a nice end of summer recipe.  
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serious injuries, it is best to call the police as 
soon as you can. And do not leave the scene 
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accident scene.
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