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CALL US TODAY
610.834.6030

To providing exceptional legal services
to each and every one of our clients.

600 W. Germantown Pike, Suite 400
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
610.834.6030

1515 Market Street, Suite 1200
Philadelphia, PA 19102
215.563.8286

800.422.8286
Fax: 610.940.1743
E-mail: scarpey@carpeylaw.com
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Clause in the Complaint of a
Personal Injury Case

Clients sometimes have questions about the
“wherefore clause” in the complaint of a
personal injury case. A complaint is a legal
document that the lawyer files with the court
which starts the process of the lawsuit. The
complaint gets filed in the prothonotary’s
office in the County (or venue) where the case
will proceed.

The “wherefore clause” is the last line of the
complaint and it indicates how much money
the client is demanding from the defendant.
However, in the state of Pennsylvania,
lawyers are only allowed to ask for a dollar
amount either in excess of $50,000 or less
than $50,000. So, even if the plaintiff has a
case that is worth a million dollars, by way of
example, the wherefore clause will claim
damages from the defendant in excess of
$50,000.

This can initially be confusing for some clients
as they believe their case to be worth more

About us: We perform very high quality
legal work. We are highly competent and
we have a highly competent support staff,
but we are not perfect. We can make
mistakes. We will correct a mistake if we
find it or if you point it out.

than $50,000, and that may be true. However,
the Pennsylvania rules do not allow for a
specific amount to be requested. By the
same token, if there’s a case that was pled as
it were for less than $50,000, does that
guarantee that my client is going to receive
$50,000? No, if the case goes to a jury trial or
arbitration or to any other proceeding or
settles before a trial, it is possible that it will
resolve for less than that amount.

Similarly, if a case is filed and we ask for an
amount in excess of $50,000, it may settle for
an amount that’s close to $50,000 or much
more, depending on whatever the value of
the case actually is. The wherefore clause is
just a jurisdictional amount that is pled in the
complaint. If it’s less than $50,000, it goes
into the arbitration system in Pennsylvania. If
it’s in excess of $50,000, it automatically goes
to a non-jury pool for trial, or it goes into a
jury pool. That’s the main distinction.

It is our policy to return phone calls in the
order they are received and based on the
priority of the situation. If you leave a
message, your call will be returned usually
within 24 hours. Some clients feel that
calling multiple times in a day will get their
call answered faster, but that is not the
case. Email is the quickest way to get a
response from anyone in the office.

I Didn’t
Know You

Did That!
Yup, We
Handle All
Of These
inds of

Cases

It may have been a while since you thought
about what exactly we do, or you haven’t
checked our website for anything but your
kind of case. We thought you might
appreciate getting an update on what we do.

So, here is your insider’s guide to what kind
of cases we handle here at Carpey Law:

m Car accidents

B Bus accidents

B 18-wheeler accidents

B Work injuries

B Neck and back injuries

B Brain injuries

B Wrongful death

B Dangerous products and goods

B Pedestrian accidents

B Motorcycle accidents

B Bicycle accidents

B Medical malpractice

m Fall down accidents

To read more in-depth about each of these
practice areas, go to: www.carpey-
law.com/practice-areas/

We work by appointment only. Without an
appointment, it is unlikely Mr. Carpey would
be able to meet with you.

Please utilize our support staff to answer
your questions and to give you status
reports. Our legal assistants and paralegals
are very experienced and will often be able
to respond to your requests.




CARPEY LAW

600 W. Germantown Pike, Suite 400
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
www.carpeylaw.com

For More Information, Please Visit:

or call
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Member of a prestigious group of
FIVE STAR trial lawyers who have won million
CUSTOMER RATING dollar verdicts or settlements.
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Call me with any legal g T‘ ﬂ
fuestions about injuries Eaﬂh oltt. 1ol _loufr...
from any accident or

medical care.

| promise to give you a LASTMONTH, APAST CLIENT REFERRED US HTS FRZEND WHO HAD RECENTLY BEEN

straight forward answer. TINVOLVED TN AN UBER ACCIDENT. WHEN OUR CLIENT FOUND OUT HIS FRIEND WAS
TNJURED, HE TOLD HER TO TALK TO HIS LAWYER, STUART CARPEY.

That's my guarantee.

’ THE BEST COMPLIMENT WE CAN RECETVE TS WHEN A CURRENT OR PAST CLTENT REFERS
| BI 0.834.5030 US THETR FRTENDS AND FAMELY MEMBERS BECAUSE THEY TRUST THAT CARPEY LAW
WILL HANDLE THEIR CASE WLTH THE UTMOST CARE AND ATTENTION.
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% Give this newsletter to a
friend. They'll thank you
for it, and so will .






