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Stuart at Hannum’s 
Harley-Davidson’s Bike 
Night last year

What is Medical Marijuana?
The Pennsylvania Medical Marijuana Act was signed 
into law on April 17, 2016 and first became available 
in dispensaries in Pennsylvania on February 18, 2018, 
effectively removing all state-level criminal penalties 
on the use, possession and cultivation of  marijuana by 
patients who possess a signed recommendation from 
their physician stating that marijuana “may mitigate” 
his/her debilitating medical symptoms. The term 
“medical marijuana” refers to marijuana obtained 
for a certified medical use by a Pennsylvania resident 
with a serious medical condition and is limited by 
statute in Pennsylvania to the following forms:
n  Pill.
n  Oil.
n  Topical forms, including gel, creams, or ointments.
n  A form medically appropriate for administration 
    by vaporization or nebulization.
n  Tincture.
n  Liquid.
n  A form medically appropriate for administration 
    by vaporization or nebulization, including dry leaf  
    or plant form for administration by vaporization

What Ailments Qualify For Medical
Cannabis in Pennsylvania?
n  Cancer
n  Positive status for human immunodeficiency virus 
    or acquired immune deficiency syndrome
    (HIV/AIDS)
n  Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS)
n  Parkinson’s disease
n  Multiple sclerosis
n  Damage to the nervous tissue of  the spinal cord 
    with objective neurological indication of
    intractable spasticity
n  Epilepsy
n  Inflammatory bowel disease (including Crohn’s 
    Disease & Ulcerative Colitis)
n  Neuropathies
n  Huntington’s disease

n  Crohn’s disease
n  Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD)
n  Intractable seizures
n  Glaucoma
n  Sickle cell anemia
n  Severe chronic or intractable pain of
    neuropathic origin or severe chronic or
    intractable pain in which conventional
    therapeutic intervention or opiate therapy
    is contraindicated or ineffective
n  Chronic Inflammatory Demyelinating
    Polyneuropathy
n  Autism
n  Terminally ill, where a medical prognosis of  life
    expectancy of  approximately one year or less if  
    the illness runs its normal course 
n  Ulcerative Colitis
n  Neurodegenerative Diseases
n  Terminal Illness
n  Dyskinetic & Spastic Movement Disorders
n  Opioid-Use Disorder

How to Become a Medical Marijuana 
Patient in Pennsylvania
n  Patients must be at least 18 years of  age
n  Patients must be a resident of  the state of      
    Pennsylvania with proof  of  residency. If  you 
    do not have a Pennsylvania I.D. an out of  state 
    I.D., passport, or other photo I.D. with proof  of  
    residency such
    as bank statement,
    utility bill, etc. is acceptable
n  The qualifying patient must have
    been diagnosed by a physician as having
    a debilitating medical condition   
n  Patients must obtain legitimate medical records 
    or documentation from your primary care 
    physician describing the diagnosis of  the 
    patient’s qualifying condition. Ensure to bring 
    the records to the marijuana evaluation
    appointment  

If you’re a Pennsylvania accident victim
and you think medical marijuana could benefit 
you, here’s what you need to know.

n  Upon receiving a physician’s recommendation, 
    patients are required to register with the
    Pennsylvania Department of  Health (DOH) as a 
    qualifying patient

What This Has To Do With the
Personal Injury Case
Medical marijuana is an alternative pain 
relief  tool to other prescribed pain killers, 
which are known for their potentially
   harmful and addictive qualities. If  you have 
             questions about whether medical
                  marijuana may be an option for      
                        you, feel free to give our office
                              a call at (610)834-6030.  
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About us: We perform very high quality legal work. 
We are highly competent and we have a highly 
competent support staff, but we are not perfect. We 
can make mistakes. We will correct a mistake if  we 
find it or if  you point it out.

It is our policy to return phone calls in the order 
they are received and based on the priority of  the 

REMINDER ABOUT OUR FIRM’S COMMUNICATION POLICY
situation. If  you leave a message, your call will be 
returned usually within 24 hours. Some clients
feel that calling multiple times in a day will get their 
call answered faster, but that is not the case. Email is 
the quickest way to get a response from anyone 
in the office. 

We work by appointment only. Without an 

appointment, it is unlikely Mr. Carpey would be able 
to meet with you.

Please utilize our support staff to answer your 
questions and to give you status reports. Our legal 
assistants and paralegals are very experienced and 
will often be able to respond to your requests. 

It Runs In The Family
Last month, Stuart’s wife, Laura, and their 
youngest daughter Emily ran a race in
Boulder, Colorado. Emily is a junior at
University of  Colorado, Boulder. She and 
her mom couldn’t pass up an opportunity 
to run the famous BolderBoulder 10k (6.2 
miles).  It had been on their bucket list to do 
together since before Emily started school 
there, two years ago.  

Stuart, his son Benjamin and other daughter, 
Julia, are also avid runners. I guess you could 
say it runs in the family!

No Bake 
Strawberry 
Cheesecake 
Bites Recipe

INGREDIENTS
n  1 pound of  strawberries
n  4 ounces cream cheese, softened
n  1/4 cup powdered sugar
n  1/4 teaspoon vanilla extract
n  graham cracker crumbs or crushed graham 
    cracker

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Cut off the tops of  the strawberries and hol-
low out the inside with a paring knife.
2. In a bowl, combine the cream cheese, pow-
dered sugar, and vanilla with an electric mixer.
3. Fill each strawberry with the cheesecake fill-
ing using a spoon, knife, or a piping bag.
4. Dip the strawberry, cheesecake side down, 
into the graham cracker crumbs.
5. Keep refrigerated until served.
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TRIVIA GAME
Stuart’s

Question: What if  I’m in an accident and the other 
driver doesn’t have insurance?

Answer:  First, don’t be shocked if  this happens to you. The 
reality is that many people do drive without insurance or have let 
their auto insurance policies lapse. If  you have an accident with 
an uninsured driver, you may be able to collect compensation 
from your own insurance policy through your uninsured motorist 
(UM) coverage. Underinsured motorist coverage (UIM) can also 
come into play if  the other driver only has minimal coverage. 
Most people do not carry nearly enough UM/UIM coverage, 
though, to protect them in the event of  a serious accident. If  you 
have questions about what UM/UIM coverage levels you should 
carry, please call our office and we’ll be glad to help.

Client Wins the Day
at Deposition
Recently, I was at a deposition with one of  
my clients, Ms. Smith. She did very well in 
answering the questions posed by the defense 
attorney, specifically with a line of  questioning 
that went like this:

Defense Attorney: Ms. Smith, what did
you do immediately after the accident
occurred?
Ms. Smith: I called my lawyer.
Defense Attorney: And who’s your lawyer?
Ms. Smith: Mr. Carpey is…. (pointing
to me).
Defense Attorney: (Looking puzzled) And 
why did you call Mr. Carpey?

Ms. Smith: …. Because he’s my lawyer.
Defense Attorney: (Looking defeated) …. 
Ok.

Moral of  the story: Being honest and direct
is always the best course of  action at a
deposition. In addition, you know that if  
you’re ever in an accident and you call my 
office, you’ll get a live person on the phone 
to answer your questions and help walk you 
through exactly what to do next. That’s why 
Ms. Smith, a returning client, knew to call me 
after her accident. 

Stuart CarpeyEach time you make a referral to our law 
firm, we make a donation to the Wounded 
Warrior Project, which supports wounded 
soldiers and veterans.

Thank you to the following people who 
referred cases to us last month: E’van 
Dill-Smith,  Max Thomas, Dorothea 
Dorsey, and Mark Anderson.

Wounded Warrior Project is a nonprofit 
organization based out of  Jacksonville, FL.
Their mission is to honor and empower 
wounded warriors. Its purpose is to raise 
awareness and to enlist the public’s aid for the 
needs of  severely injured service members, to 
help them aid and assist each other, and
to provide programs and services to meet 
their needs.

Since its inception, Wounded Warrior Project 
has been successfully easing the troubles of  
veterans all over the country, and Carpey Law 
greatly supports these efforts. 

For more information on Wounded Warrior 
Project, or to make a contribution, please visit:
www.woundedwarriorproject.org. 

Our success is built on referrals from clients 
and friends. If  you know of  anyone who 
might benefit from our services, please feel 
free give them our contact information.

TO THANK
YOU FOR
EVERY
REFERRAL…
WE THANK
OTHERS!
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This publication is intended to educate the general public 
about personal injury, medical malpractice, and other issues. 
It is for information purposes only and is not intended to be 
legal advice. Prior to acting on any information contained 
here, you should seek and retain competent counsel. The in-
formation in this newsletter may be freely copied and distrib-
uted as long as the newsletter is copied in its entirety.

AVVO is an attorney rating 
system and Stuart A. Carpey
is rated 10.0 - the highest

rating AVVO offers.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
carpeylaw.com
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Call me with any legal 
questions about injuries 
from any accident or
medical care.

I promise to give you a 
straight forward answer.

That’s my guarantee. 
610.834.6030

Give this newsletter to a friend.
They’ll thank you for it, and so will I.

Stuart Carpey

If  you’re a Pennsylvania accident 
victim and you think medical 

marijuana could benefit 
you, here’s what you 

need to know…

MEDICAL MARIJUANA
IN PENNSYLVANIA

See Inside 
For Details 

on the Medical 

Marijuana Ac
t 

Recently Sign
ed 

Into Law 
& How 

It Might
Benefit You

!

Seri
ousl

y

Deli
ciou

s!

IN THE NEWS:


