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OUR 6
SATELLITE
OFFICES
n  Bala Cynwyd
Two Bala Plaza, Suite 300
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004

n  King of Prussia
1060 First Avenue, Suite 400
King of Prussia, PA 19406

n  Malvern
101 Lindenwood Drive, Suite 225
Malvern, PA 19355

n  Plymouth Meeting
600 West Germantown Pike
Plymouth Meeting Exec. Campus, 
Suite 400
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462

n  Radnor
Radnor Financial Center
150 N. Radnor Chester Rd.,
Suite F 200
Radnor, PA 19087

n  Broomall
Sproul Rd. at Williamsburg Drive
600 Williamsburg Drive
Broomall, PA 19008

Our next door neighbor, the Washington Fire
House (A.K.A. the “Washies”), and the Borough of 
Conshohocken recently completed the memorial in 
honor of the victims of September 11th. Carpey Law is 
a proud co-sponsor of the memorial and helped to raise 
funds for the construction of it. We first started raising 
funds in May 2014.

Remembering 
September 11th

WE ARE
COMMITTED
To providing exceptional 
legal services to each and 
every one of our clients.

Last month the memorial was completed. It stands adjacent to our office.
Thank you to all who contributed!
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About us: We perform very high quality legal work. 
We are highly competent and we have a highly com-
petent support staff, but we are not perfect. We can 
make mistakes. We will correct a mistake if  we find it 
or if  you point it out.

It is our policy to return phone calls in the order 
they are received and based on the priority of  the 

REMINDER ABOUT OUR FIRM’S COMMUNICATION POLICY
situation. If  you leave a message, your call will be 
returned usually within 24 hours. Some clients feel 
that calling multiple times in a day will get their call 
answered faster, but that is not the case. Email is the 
quickest way to get a response from anyone in the 
office. 

We work by appointment only. Without an 

appointment, it is unlikely Mr. Carpey would be able 
to meet with you.

Please utilize our support staff to answer your 
questions and to give you status reports. Our legal 
assistants and paralegals are very experienced and 
will often be able to respond to your requests. 

     Regulating motorcycle helmet laws is what is 
called a reserved power – this power belongs to 
each state. A reserved power is any power not 
explicitly granted to the federal government by 
the Constitution, nor prohibited from the states, 
as expressed by the Tenth Amendment. For this 
reason, there is no nation-wide law regarding the 
use of  motorcycle helmets; each state decides what 
kind of  helmet law it will adopt. Consequently, 
motorcycle helmet laws vary from state to state.
     I said above that each state decides what kind 
of  motorcycle helmet law it will adopt. But, while 
the power belongs to the states, the laws have to 
be constitutional to begin with. The laws cannot 
infringe on the rights of  Americans. People have 
argued against motorcycle helmet laws for decades, 
and one argument made it all the way to the 
Supreme Court. This argument contended that 
helmet laws deprived motorcyclists of  their consti-
tutional rights, and focused on two main aspects:

n Motorcycle helmet laws violated the
   Equal Protection Clause of  the Fourteenth 
   Amendment.
n Motorcycle helmet laws infringed on the 
   individual motorcyclist’s liberty. Motorcyclists 
   also argued that such laws provide for
   excessive use of  police power.

     But in November, 1972, the United States 
Supreme Court rejected such challenges to the 
constitutionality of  state motorcycle helmet laws. 
The supreme law of  the land said that the idea 
of  these laws does not violate the Fourteenth 
Amendment, and does not infringe on the liberty 
of  motorcyclists.
     Now that we know why motorcycle helmet laws 
vary by state, and that state helmet laws have, in 
fact, been proven constitutional, let’s look at the 
motorcycle helmet laws in my state of  residence. 
In Washington State, motorcyclists are required by 
law to wear a helmet. And they can’t choose just 
any helmet; they have to wear a motorcycle helmet 
that meets the United States Department of
Transportation’s standards. According to the 
Washington State Patrol,
     “Legal helmets are designed to save lives while 

others are sold as novelty items only and never in-
tended to be used on the road. In a collision, these 
“novelty” helmets provide almost no protection for 
the rider. Unfortunately, some people are confused 
about what helmets are legal and safe to wear.”
     There are three arguments regarding
motorcycle helmet laws: Some people argue
the state should stay out of  regulating how one 
protects oneself  on a motorcycle. Others don’t 
mind a law requiring basic protection (but nothing 
more), and still others fully support the law that 
requires motorcyclists to wear a helmet. We will 
refer to these arguments as the lenient, neutral, and 
strict views, respectively.
     The lenient view says that people should have 
the right to choose how they protect themselves 
because it’s their lives. Why should the state have
a say in how the public protect themselves?
Washingtonians may look at Pennsylvania, for 
example, and argue that they’ve got it right. In 
Pennsylvania, anyone 21 years of  age and older 
can decide whether or not they want to wear a 
helmet while riding a motorcycle (assuming they’ve 
completed the state’s motorcycle safety course.) 
Why can’t Washingtonians 21 years old and older 
choose how they keep themselves safe?
     Anyone 21 years of  age and older can legally 
decide if  they want to drink, own a gun, apply to 
adopt a child, and even supervise a learner driver 
(as long as they’ve had their license for the state’s 
required time.) Why is it that they can’t choose how 
they protect their own bodies? That doesn’t seem 
right... People are free to over-eat, smoke, and 
drink too much – all of  which have been proven to 
be harmful, but that’s their choice. What’s the
difference when it comes to motorcycle helmets?
     In the middle of  the spectrum is the neutral 
view - people who would be okay with being
required to wear minimum protection, but
anything after that should be up to the motorcy-
clist. One could, again, look at Pennsylvania, and 
say that its law to wear eye protection while
operating a motorcycle is just right – not too 
lenient, and not too strict. Just as cars have a
windshield to protect the drivers, motorcyclists 

Carpey Law awarded a $500 scholarship in the second annual Carpey Law Scholarship Fund
Writing contest for a college student writing on a specific personal injury law issue. This year’s topic was 
on motorcycle laws in your state. Our winner was Rachel Alexanian from Olympia, Washington! Rachel 
graduated as co-valedictorian from Washington Virtual Academy – Omak and plans to attend George Fox 
University in the fall to double major in Political Science and Christian Ministries, and then go on to Law 
school to become a human rights attorney. Congratulations, Rachel!

2015 Carpey Law Essay
Scholarship Winner:
Rachel Alexanian

should wear eye protection to protect their eyes 
from debris in the air.
     On the other end of  the spectrum is the strict 
view – people who support the state regulating 
how a person should protect his/herself  while 
operating a motorcycle. The state would argue that 
its job is to protect the people within the state. In 
fact, according to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, states with a universal helmet law 
save 36 lives, per 100,000 registered motorcycles. 
Washington could also argue that requiring
motorcyclists to wear helmets saves the state 
money. The CDC reports that states with a
universal helmet law save $73 million dollars per 
100,000 registered motorcycles.
     Is it really that much extra work to wear a hel-
met? Granted, you have to buy a helmet, but that’s 
going to cost much less than the many medical 
bills you’ll receive if  you get seriously injured in an 
accident. The risk of  getting into an accident is the 
same for everyone, helmet or no helmet. In light 
of  this, wearing a helmet will only help protect you 
from potential accidents. A helmet may very well 
provide the cushion your head needs to prevent a 
blow to the head from seriously injuring you.
     The three main arguments concerning
motorcycle helmet laws have obvious pros and 
cons. There is no clear-cut solution, which is why 
this issue is so controversial.
     In summary, motorcycle helmet laws vary by 
state because the power to regulate these laws 
belongs to each state. As ruled by the United
States Supreme Court in 1972, these laws are 
constitutional and do not infringe on the rights of  
motorcyclists. Washington, my state of  residence,
is stricter than Pennsylvania when it comes to
motorcycle helmet laws. Wearing a helmet in 
Pennsylvania is a safety precaution and the
decision of  the individual motorcyclist, while 
motorcyclists in Washington are required to wear 
a helmet – no exceptions. There are arguments for 
and against this Washingtonian law; regardless of  
these arguments, the law remains as it is: wear a 
helmet or face a fine. For motorcyclists in Washing-
ton, wearing a helmet isn’t a choice – it’s the law.
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Grilled Flank Steak
with Garlic & Rosemary
INGREDIENTS:
n 1/2 cup extra virgin olive oil
n 2 T fresh chopped rosemary
n 4 cloves garlic, roughly chopped
n 2 tsp kosher salt
n 1/4 tsp freshly ground black pepper
n 2 - 2 1/2 lb flank steak

INSTRUCTIONS: 
Make the marinade by combining 
the olive oil, rosemary, garlic, salt and 
pepper in a blender. Blitz for a few 
minutes, until garlic and rosemary are 
pulverized.

Place the flank steak in a medium 
baking dish. Using a fork, poke meat 
about 10 times on each side. Pour the 
marinade over top and turn the steak a 
few times to coat evenly. Cover with
saran wrap and refrigerate for at least 
1 hour or overnight.

LAURA CARPEY’S RECIPE OF THE MONTH

Grease grill with olive oil and 
preheat to high. When grill is hot, 
grill flank steak covered for about 5 
minutes. Turn and cook covered for 
about 3-4 minutes more. Let meat 
rest of  cutting board, covered with 
aluminum foil, for about 15 minutes. 
Slice very thin against the grain.

Our Best Clients
Are Referrals
From You!
Because You Know Us & Trust Us.
If you need our help, or know someone who does, please 
consider using our books. Just check the box of the books you 
need and get this card back to us!

Or, simply go to www.carpeylaw.com and click on the
‘FREE BOOKS’ section to download your free books or to 
have them mailed to you! If you want, you can even scan or 
take a photo of this card (filled out) and email to me at 
tleitz@carpeylaw.com or fax the filled out card to  
610-834-6035. 

Keep in mind, you can ALWAYS call us with your referral at 
any time! 610-834-6030

Settling Your Car
Accident Case With
The Insurance Company

The 10 Biggest Mistakes
That Can Wreck Your
Pennsylvania Accident Case

The Good The Bad And
The Law The Guide To
Motorcycle Accidents
In Pennsylvania

The Good The Bad And
The Ugly About Lawyer
Advertising

Purchasing Auto Insurance
In Pennsylvania

NAME

PHONE    EMAIL

ADDRESS

PLEASE CHECK THE BOOKS YOU WOULD LIKE

Pope Francis is coming to Philadelphia this month! Unfortunately, SAFE 
has decided to postpone its bike ride scheduled for September 27th due 
to safety concerns over a lack of  police presence available for the ride. 
Thank you to all who planned to participate in the event and stay tuned 
for details on when it will be rescheduled! If  you have questions, please 
feel free to contact Sharon Rearick at (267)394-3329 or you can call us at 
(610)834-6030.

!
!

POSTPONED



Call me with any legal questions 
about injuries from any accident or
medical care.

I promise to give you a straight
forward answer.

That’s my guarantee. 
610.834.6030
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This publication is intended to educate the general public 
about personal injury, medical malpractice, and other issues. 
It is for information purposes only and is not intended to be 
legal advice. Prior to acting on any information contained 
here, you should seek and retain competent counsel. The in-
formation in this newsletter may be freely copied and distrib-
uted as long as the newsletter is copied in its entirety.
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AVVO is an attorney rating 
system and Stuart A. Carpey
is rated 10.0 - the highest

rating AVVO offers.

VISIT OUR   WEBSITE
carpeylaw.com

v
New!

Thank You For Your Feedback!
In last month’s newsletter, we asked our readers to share with us their thoughts on what we
do well, what is important to them and how we have helped. We were thrilled with the
overwhelming number of  responses we received! Our former client, Seko Skervin, left us a 
wonderful video testimonial that can be viewed on our website.

Thanks, Seko!

“It was a great experience
working with Mr. Carpey on my 
case. The office is always up to 
date with everything that is
going on and I’ll never forget 
this. I really appreciate
everything you guys have
done for me. I just want to
let you know, I’m very grateful. 
Thank you.”

Seko Skervin


