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Each time you 
make a referral to 
our law firm, we 
make a donation 
to the Wounded 
Warrior Project, 
which supports 
wounded soldiers 
and veterans.

Thank you to the following people who referred 
cases to us last month: Tyrone Clarkson, 
Charles Davis, a nurse at Presbyterian 
Hospital (name unknown), Cornelia
Harris and Laurence Brooks.

Wounded Warrior Project is a nonprofit 
organization based out of  Jacksonville, FL.
Their mission is to honor and empower wounded 
warriors. Its purpose is to raise awareness and to 
enlist the public’s aid for the needs of  severely
injured service members, to help them aid and 
assist each other, and to provide programs and 
services to meet their needs.

Since its inception, Wounded Warrior Project has 
been successfully easing the troubles of  veterans all 
over the country, and Carpey Law greatly supports 
these efforts. 

For more information on Wounded Warrior 
Project, or to make a contribution, please visit:
www.woundedwarriorproject.org. 

Our success is built on referrals from clients and 
friends. If  you know of  anyone who might benefit 
from our services, please feel free give them our 
contact information.

TO THANK YOU 
FOR EVERY 
REFERRAL…
WE THANK 
OTHERS!

The amount of  money victims could receive for 
injuries following the Amtrak train derailment on 
May 12th  is capped at $200 million. Congress 
established the limit in 1997 on all rail accidents, 
not just Amtrak, as part of  a compromise to bail 
out the ailing railroad. It’s an arbitrary cap imposed 
regardless of  the number of  victims or how horrific 
the accident.

In a mass casualty situation like this, clearly the 
$200 million cap is way too low. The crash killed 
eight people and injured approximately 200 which 

Amtrak Train #188 Crash: Why
Victims May Never Be Compensated 
Fully For Their Losses

will likely result in injuries alone exceeding $200 
million. Compensation for pain and suffering and 
lost wages for those who will never work again is 
not included in that estimation. This is because 
the 1997 law limits damages against all defendants 
for all claims arising from a single accident, which 
means a judge or jury will ultimately need to decide 
how the money gets divided among the victims.

Ultimately, what this means is that there may be 
victims with serious injuries that will not be
compensated from Amtrak for all their losses.

Our sincerest condolences go out to those injured and the families affected by the 
Amtrak Train #188 derailment last month. 
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About us: We perform very high quality legal work. 
We are highly competent and we have a highly com-
petent support staff, but we are not perfect. We can 
make mistakes. We will correct a mistake if  we find it 
or if  you point it out.

It is our policy to return phone calls in the order 
they are received and based on the priority of  the 

REMINDER ABOUT OUR FIRM’S COMMUNICATION POLICY
situation. If  you leave a message, your call will be 
returned usually within 24 hours. Some clients feel 
that calling multiple times in a day will get their call 
answered faster, but that is not the case. Email is the 
quickest way to get a response from anyone in the 
office. 

We work by appointment only. Without an 

appointment, it is unlikely Mr. Carpey would be able 
to meet with you.

Please utilize our support staff to answer your 
questions and to give you status reports. Our legal 
assistants and paralegals are very experienced and 
will often be able to respond to your requests. 

TRIVIA GAME
Stuart’s

Question: “I settled my case, that’s the end, isn’t it?”
Answer:  Maybe. There are several instances in which you must 
repay others out of  the money that the insurance company has 
sent you. These are called “liens,” and include the following:

n  Medicare or Medicaid (DPW) liens;
n  ERISA-governed group health benefit plan liens;
n  Worker’s compensation liens;
n  Unpaid medical liens; and,
n  Child care liens.

These lienholders have a right to “subrogate”, or get paid back, 
for any outstanding liens related to your personal injury case and 
many of  them require immediate re-payment upon settlement of  
your case.

Myth-Busting The Family Law Process
support. While certainly related, whether 
or not someone pays support is not the 
determining factor in how often that
person can see the child. There are
multiple factors that come into play
and ultimately it is the court who weighs 
them to decide what is fair.

If  you are going through a child custody or 
child support issue, the best thing to do is
talk to an attorney who practices exclusively 
family law in the state and county where
you live.  He or she will be able to help you 
navigate the process, protect your interests 
and do what is best for your family.

The following is a guest article
from Diana C. Schimmel, Esquire,
a family law attorney serving
families in the Greater Philadelphia 
Area and Southern New Jersey.
She can be reached at 267-207-3573;
www.SchimmelFamilyLaw.com.
People often have a lot of  misconceptions 
about the family law process. They have never 
been through anything like it before so they 
turn to experienced friends or the internet
for answers before going to an attorney.
This usually leads to a lot of  confusion and 
questions. Here are three common myths that 
I get asked all the time by clients and the truth 
behind them:

n MYTH #1: The Mother of  the 
children is always given primary physical 
custody.
n TRUTH: The courts are gender
neutral. PA and NJ are both states that 
adhere to the “best interest of  the child” 
standard where a variety of  factors are 
examined to determine what custody 
arrangement is best suited for the child or 
children.
n MYTH #2: I can sign away my
parental rights to avoid paying child
support.

n TRUTH: Not quite. A party cannot 
simply relinquish parental rights in an 
attempt to avoid paying child support. 
The courts most often will only accept 
termination of  parental rights when it 
involves an adoption matter and another 
party is stepping in to fulfill that parental 
role. Legally, a parent remains obligated to 
financially support the child.
n MYTH #3: The Father of  my child 
doesn’t pay child support so I don’t have 
to let him see the child.
n TRUTH: While this may sound 
unfair, you unfortunately cannot deny 
your child’s other parent time with the 
child just because he or she does not pay 
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Without You, We’d
Be Lost At Sea!

Your referrals continue to be one of  the best ways for 
clients to find our firm. We are honored to assist your 

friends and family with their legal problems
caused by an accident.

Your
Insider’s
Guide To 
Carpey Law
It may have been a while since you 
thought about what exactly we do, or you 
haven’t checked our website for anything 
but your kind of  case.

We thought you might appreciate getting 
an update on what we do.

So, here is your insider’s guide to what 
kind of  cases we handle here at
Carpey Law:

n  Car accidents
n  Bus accidents
n  18-wheeler accidents
n  Work injuries
n  Neck and back injuries
n  Brain injuries
n  Wrongful death
n  Dangerous products and goods
n  Pedestrian accidents
n  Motorcycle accidents
n  Bicycle accidents
n  Medical malpractice
n  Fall Down Accidents

To read more in-depth about each of  
these practice areas, go to:
www.carpeylaw.com/practice-areas/

NETMT Stands For Nobody Ever Told Me That
motorist (UIM) coverage. UM coverage protects 
you and your family in the event you or your 
family members are injured in a car accident by 
another driver who fails to carry insurance
coverage, or let their coverage lapse. Therefore, if  
you purchased UM coverage on your car insurance 
policy, your insurance company steps into the shoes 
of  the at fault driver and you can make a claim for 
compensation for your injuries and damages up 
to the limits of  the amount of  coverage that you 
purchased in UM benefits.

Having UM coverage is one very important way 
that you can protect yourself  and your family in a 
car accident case. It can assure you that the
medical bills and future expenses caused by injuries 
from an uninsured driver can be paid. Consider
the fact that by some estimates close to 50% of
the driving population in or around Philadelphia is 
uninsured. That means if  you or your family
members are involved in a car accident, you stand

a very high chance of  being injured by someone 
who is uninsured.

How about underinsured motorist coverage?
UIM coverage protects you and your family in 
the event the at fault driver did not carry enough 
insurance coverage. Let’s say the at fault driver had 
a $15,000/$30,000 liability policy. And, let’s say 
you and your family members all had injuries that 
exceeded $30,000 in value. Under that scenario, 
you would be able to collect $30,000 in coverage 
from the at fault driver’s insurance policy ($15,000 
maximum per person) and then you would be
able to make a claim against your own insurance 
company for UIM benefits up to the amount that 
you purchased in UIM benefits.UM and UIM
coverage is not mandatory in Pennsylvania. That 
means when you are sold an insurance policy in 
Pennsylvania unless you ask for this coverage, you 
won’t be able to get it.

- continued from pg. 4!

INGREDIENTS:
n 4 lbs. of  chicken wings
n 2 T olive oil
n 1/2 tsp salt
n 1/2 tsp black pepper
n 3/4 C balsamic vinegar
n 1/4 C soy sauce
n 2 tsp sugar
n 1 T unsalted butter

INSTRUCTIONS:
Put oven racks in upper and lower thirds of  oven. 
Line 2 large shallow baking pans with foil. Put pans 
in oven and preheat over to 500º F.

Pat wings dry, then toss with oil, salt, and pepper in 

Balsamic Soy-Glazed
Chicken Wings

LAURA CARPEY’S RECIPE OF THE MONTH

a large bowl and divide between preheated pans, 
spreading wings in one layer. Roast, without
turning, until golden and tender, about 35 minutes.

While wings roast, simmer vinegar, soy sauce, and 
sugar in a 1 to 1 1/2 quart heavy saucepan, stirring 
occasionally, until reduced to about 1/3 cup, 12 to 
14 minutes. Remove from heat and stir in butter
until melted.

Remove roasted wings from oven and let stand
in pans 1 minute (to make wings easier to remove 
from foil), then transfer with tongs to a clean
large bowl.

Pour balsamic mixture over wings and toss to coat 
well. let stand 5 minutes, then toss again.



Call me with any legal 
questions about injuries 
from any accident or
medical care.

I promise to give you a 
straight forward answer.

That’s my guarantee. 
610.834.6030
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Give This Newsletter To A Friend.
They’ll thank you for it, and so will I.

Stuart Carpey

We’ve decided to answer  a couple of  questions we’ve gotten from 
clients this month and give you answers to common questions 
about uninsured motorist coverage in car accident policies. This 
is the kind of  information that insurance companies don’t freely 
hand out.

Many states do not require drivers to carry sufficient amounts of  
liability insurance coverage. For instance, in Pennsylvania the
minimum amount of  liability coverage that is required in $15,000.

You can protect yourself, though, by reviewing your own
automobile insurance policy for uninsured (UM) and underinsured 

NETMT Stands For 
Nobody Ever Told 
Me That
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Reserved for lawyers who 
have successfully resolved 
cases for amounts of  $1 
Million or more.

This publication is intended to educate the general public about 
personal injury, medical malpractice, and other issues. It is for in-
formation purposes only and is not intended to be legal advice. 
Prior to acting on any information contained here, you should seek 
and retain competent counsel. The information in this newsletter 
may be freely copied and distributed as long as the newsletter is 
copied in its entirety.


